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CONFIDENTIAL 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICC  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  OCNERAU 
WASHINGTON.  D.C.  tOSIO 


IN  iifn.v  mrcn  to 


AGAM-P  (M)  (22  Nov  68)  FOR  OT  UT  68X081 


27  November  1968 


SUBJECT;  Combat  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  TOAN  TllANG,  IIQ,  3d 

»rlKade,*fhlal#|||iyyynf)^j^^lc^  PeMod  8  April  -  23  June  1968  (u)  ^ 

S.T  0.ST.U.TICH 

•  an  mwuthorlteiil  porvem  it  ky  !«»,• 

1.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  In  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT ,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure  that  the 
Amy  realises  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 

3.  To  Insure  that  the  information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  Is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  Items  appearing  In  the 
reports  is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  Items  from  It  for  inclusion 
In  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 


BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


I  Incl 


as 


flCKKAM 

major  uonaral,  USA  . 

The  Adjutant  GeneraV'^4[3 


KENNETH  C.  WICKHAM 
Major  Ganaral,  USA 


itljir  / 


D..STR1  BUTTON; 

Commanding  Generals 

US  Continental  Army  Command 
US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 
Commandants 

US  Army  War  College 

US  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  College 
US  Army  Armor  School 
US  Army  Artillery  and  Missile  School 
US  Army  Aviation  School 

Ss  tz  cur,.  Regraded  unclassified  when  separated 

from  classified  inclosure. 
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SECURITY 

MARKING 


Tbe  classified  or  limited  Status  of  this  report  applies 
to  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  be  marked  accordingly. 


THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 
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Hllj  £uui  Kiw.iiCibUU  96j73 


..V'jJ!.-bCO  ^0  Kutiust  1 968 

Comb.t  UpeK.uiuis  utter  nctlon  j.efio.  t  (rmCv/jiCb/J^/ii:)  ^0^ 


Tlll.U:  CoKiinuKi  Chattels 


TU:  Couuiiiinuvr 

U.  o.  Hllltury  Kssi stance  Coraiancl,  Vietnam 
H'lTii.  JjU3 


1.  iJujiie  01  laontity  luiu/oi  Type  ol'  UjDoiution:  iV.ai 

n  .tes  of  Gjieiatloni  8  April  -  23  June  1968 

3.  iiocatlon:  iiong  an  Provlcne*  8inh  Chanh  uiu  i^a  tie  oistiicts,  Uia  tlnh 
Province. 


4.  Control  or  Couiiiand  He^dv.uaiters:  Hoaav..uarturs,  Jd  Bii{i^cle>  9th  Inivnitiy 
Division  loc-ted  at  Tan  An  (ao  546649). 

5.  Iie.^A)itlng  Officer.  Colonel  George  C.  L.nsoii,  Co..mnding  Officor>  3d 
8ri({u<.rt^  9th  Inf-ntiy  Division. 

6.  Tank  Oiguilz..tlon. 

a.  U.  a.  Forcoss 


(1)  huneuver  battalions. 

ad  Battalion,  3d  Infantry  (until  7  iiay) 

6th  Button o.t,  31 8t  Infantry  (efxeci.ive  a7  A|j:li) 

3d  Battalion.  39th  liuantry 

4th  Battalion,  ^9th  Infantry 

2nd  Battalion,  4Hh  Infaittry  (U9  Iwy  -  aO  nay  68) 

5th  tattoiion,  60th  Infantry  (19  ..i.xii  -  16  June)  (2O  June  -  23 

Jme) 

3d  b<,uaui  oa,  11th  nr...oieu  Cavairy  (3O  Apr  -  5  i-my  68) 

(2)  ui%..ue  ooi.ticl. 


roK  OT  OT 

fiBxoev 


HKC,  3d  bao,  9th  Inf  Uiv 
2-4  Arty  (-)  03 

Btry  B,  7-8  arty  (8  in  and  175M'..''  Co  loiddrcing 
Btty  C  1-84  Aity  (15$>>i)  leinfoicing 
Btry  B  (-),  1-ir  nrty  (155*-4»)  xe;Uif arcing 
jii  Pit,  9th  i>iP  Co  (jFT) 


.,4  Pit,  Co  C,  9th  oig  ai  (dl'f) 

Co  D,  709th  HOint  Bn  (Uo) 

Co  C,  15th  ;uigz  Bit  (bb) 

Co  C,  9th  hed  Ui  (bPT) 

^01,  9th  nl  Det  (aP*f) 

3d  Pit,  335  ‘uC  (axT) 
bee,  4th  aa  Pit,  «a  Ctt  Co  (oPT) 
..V  Fla  Tn,  ..46vh  roYoro  Co  (aPT) 
2d  Pit,  C  Btry,  AXty  (ua) 

20  Pit,  H  fitly,  a9th  Azty  (ub) 


DOWNGMDID  AT  lI  YEA!  INIEIVAIS; 

OKiASsmiB  Ann  n  veak. 
DMMSIOt.10 
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b.  Vietnamese  forces  operatlnp  .In  close  coordination  and 
cooperation  with  3d  Brigade  units: 

46th  Inf  Regt  (.\RVN) 

50th  Inf  Regt  (.JIVN) 

30th  R..G 

RF/PP  Forces,  Long  An  Province 

Ntia  Be  ani  Binh  Chanh  District  Forces 

Sth  ha/igor  Group 

Capitol  H  lltary  District  Fcrces 

7.  ^u|^>orting  Forces: 

II  Field  Forces  Aviation  Units 
7th  USaF 
ist  Log  CI'iD 

Intelligence: 

a>  fineny  situation  during  oijeration  lOAN  THANG 

(1)  i^ly  in  Operation  TOAD  THANG,  VC/NVA  Forces  in  sub>region 
3  concentrated  on  restqpply  and  recruitment  in  preparaticn  for  their  second 
offensive  in  the  '^aigon  area.  IXulng  this  period  in  early  and  late  /Iprll, 
enemy  forces  avoided  contact  except  where  their  troop  base  areas  and  logistical 
installations  were  thre.’.toned.  Bnemy  initiated  activity  early  in  TOAN  TH/NG 
:a3  concentrated  on  harass:'. ng  and  probing  t’pe  attacks  on  RF/PF  outposts  and 
ARVN-allied  base  areas.  Emphasis  was  placed  on  the  severing  of  route  #4  and 
major  bridges  along  route  #4  and  route  fi*SA,  Leading  up  to  the  eneny's 
initiation  of  the  2d  offensive,  concerted  effort  was  placed  on  the  aforemen> 
tioned  enemy  activities  in  an  attempt  to  cover  maneuvering  of  the  attack 
forces  into  the  GllD  area  ininedlately  south  of  Saigon.  There  was  evidence 

that  the  enemy,  attempting  to  'uolster.  Its  dements,  began  a  sigrdtleant 
shifting  and  dividing  in  order  to  render  the  reairwsu^  supporting  elenentra 
mere  effective*  This  was  evidenced  fcr  exasy^le  with  the  C/3l2th  LF  Ck>, 

C/312  normally  operated  as  a  s\^pport  company  to  the  KF  dement  entering 
Long  An  on  the  northwest  comioo-liaison  route.  The  312th  was  unable,  because 
of  Inherent  responsibilities,  to  conduct  coordinated  sizable  attacks.  All 
of  their  attacks  were  strictly  harassin?:  and  probing  in  nature*  However, 
they  Initiated  thia  dividing  trend  breaking  from  one  coopany  to  three 
(Cl,  C2,  and  C3).  Thia  division  enabled  C/312  to  e;q;>and  its  are».  by  seme 
20  K*s,  and  it  rendsrsd  them  enable  of  coordinated  attacks  throughout 
the  Tan  An  area.  It  also  gave  them  the  capability  to  function  throughout 
the  Thu  Thua  area  and  a  portion  of  the  Ben  lue  area.  It  was  bbvious  that 
the  enemy  wae  increasing  impetus  on  dl  fronts  for  "uoriwnm  s:g>port  during 
the  offenaive.  It  was  during  this  period  that  their  propaganda,  aabotage 
and  military  proselyting  efforts  were  signiflcaidly  iMMasg^  ■  ' 

(2)  The  3d  Bds,  realizing  the  slgnilicanee  of  this  increased 
Impetus,  deplolrsd  all  of  its  military  resources  in  an  attempt  to  nullify 
the  enemy’s  effectiveness.  The  enemy's  efforts  were  thus  thwarted  in  their 
2d  offenei've.  The  enemy's  thrust  from  the  south,  with  elements  of  the 

2d  Ind,  Phu  loi  IX,  and  506th  Ens,  was  a  diseuQ.  failure  and  cost  him  the 
equivalent  of  three  bns,  L-nnsdiatoly  following  this  period,  the  enemy 
elided  contact  utilizing  loc's  for  msvement  out  of  the  Saigon  area. 
Significantly,  the  enemy  failed  to  imake  use  of  hie  artillery  or  coonenee 
heavy  uortar  attacks  to  recoup  his  position.  All  attacks  during  this 
period  were  eovsr  fbr  KF  mwvement.  This  was  noted  particularly  dth  the 
frequent  attacks  on  Rach  Rlen.  Contacts  established  around  this  tbie  indicated 
the  presence  of  snamy  units  in  the  post  TET  bass  areas.  Hie  only  thrsnts 
during  this  tins  were  evidenced  in  the  Ben  Lue  area  :ith  thm  brigadea  as 
a  target..  The  eneey  maintained  a  lesser  but  possiUs  threat  with  positlone 
of  at  leaet  two  battallona  along  the  southern  Long  An  border.  The  261 
Bn  was  coneistontly  reported  in  he  area  vie  XS  4565*  and  the  514  Bn  and 
another  has  been  reported  in  the  general  area  vie  XS  5d57< 

(3)  The  local  fores  elements  siqjportlng  the  offenA've 
remained  relatively  inactive  in  sub-region  3* 
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(U)  The  renaincier  of  TOAN  TH.INC  was  spent  ferreting  out' 
rtuit  remained  of  enemy  units  In  the  southern  Snigon  area. 

(5)  The  enemy  concentrated  at  this  point  on  replacements, 
reot^ly  and  avoiding  of  contact  in  preparation  for  a  possible  3d  offensive. 

(6)  The  enenQT  maintained  preanure  on  the  cities  md  towns 
ty  threats,  harassmonts  and  attacks  by  fire  in  accordance  with  Ms  policy 
of  strangling  the  cities  and  consolidating  his  control  of  the  countrj'side. 

(7)  Toward  the  end  of  tlay  and  early  June,  prior  to  the  3d 
Bde  move  south,  the  enemy  was  coarad  heavily  tcfward  propaganda  goals.  The 
enemy  maintained  presauro  on  the  cities  and  IOC's.  Saigon  was  attacked  ona 
continuing  basis  ns  wore  the  major  routes  into  the  city.  »ft.thin  Long  An 
Province  the  cities  ware  subjected  to  attafeks  by  fire  and  ground  attacks  on 
a  limited  scale.  Significantly,  the  attacks  within  Long  >'>n  were  conducted 
by  local  forces  rather  than  major  units i  Conti '>aing  reports  of  resupply 
and  replacement  activity  along  the  Vam  Co  Oong  and  Vam  60  Tay  LOC's  pointed 
to  a  hurried  building  of  the  enemy  major  forces, 

(8)  Two  bn  si'^e  roplaoemhb  groups  crossed  route  M  from  north 

to  south. 


(9)  Agent  reports  during  this  period  noted  an  eastward  shift 
of  the  enemy's  major  forces  in  long  An  to  a  more  central  position  and  a 
r«8iq).>lylng  of  areas  of  operaticn  for  liajor  units. 

(10)  Enemy  activity  increased  in  all  areas  for  a  riassive 
offensive  prior  to  late  August.  They  ^laintained  this  attitude  at  'he  time 
of  3d  Brigade's  depoHure  fren  Tan  An  to  Oong  Tam. 

9.  ttisslon:  3d  Bde  in  close  coordination  and  cooperation  tith  46th 
Inf  apgt  (.HVK),  50th  Inf  Regt  (.ulVN),  and  5th  langor  Op  (.JVN)  conducts 
offensive  operations  to  clear  assigned  AC  vdthin  the  Ci^ital  MiJitary 
Oletrlct,  Anh  Chanh  and  Nha  Be  i)i3trict3  and  to  destroy  VC/NVA  fbrees 
operating  in  Long  An  Province. 

10.  Concept:  The  3rd  Bde  in  close  coordination  with  the  461th  Inf 
Aegt  (..3VN),  50th  Inf  Regt  (:jlVN),  5  th  Ran-er  Group  (.iRVN),  and  Long  An 
Sector  forces  conducted  airmobile  assaults,  water  born  assault  s,  reconnaie- 
oance  in  forco,  cordon  and  search,  night  patrolling,  and  ambush  operations 
V  ihin  Binh  Chanh,  and  lllia  Bo  Districts  and  Long  An  Province  to  clear 
designated  AO's  of  VC/NVA  forces  and  destroy  their  base  areas  and  LCC's. 

I'he  origade  eoployed  fror:  three  to  five  battalions  ns  maneuver  fo'ces  to 
accoc^lish  assigned  mlssiwis.  Ihe  3>39  Inf  conducted  reeonnalssaice  in 
force  operations  in  northern  Long  /n  Province  and  vithln  the  OLD  to  locate 
and  destrey  VO/NVA  forces.  The  5-60  Inf  conducted  reconnaiesanco  in  force 
operations  in  C1D,  Binh  Phuoc,  and  Binh  Chanh  Districts  to  destroy  VC/MVA 
forces.  The  Bn  also  secured  the  Ben  Luc  Bridge  with  one  conpany.  The 
2-3  Inf  conducted  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  in  Binh  Chanh  District 
to  provide  security  for  highway  4  and  destroy  VC/NVA  forces  operating 
within  the  district.  Tho  4r-39  Inf  conducted  cloaring  operations  In  Nha  Be 
Olstrlot  to  locate  and  destroy  VC/NVA  forces  and  continued  maintaining 

a  conpany  base  at  Cat  Lai  tc  secure  main  water  LOC's  in  the  area.  The  6-31 
Inf  conducted  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  in  Binh  Chanh  district  sad 
CriD  to  locate  and  destroy  VC/NVii  forces.  The  2-47  Inf  conducted  roconnaissance 
in  fores  operations  within  the  CMD  to  locate  and  destroy  VC/NVA  forces 
attenptlng  to  enter  Saigon. 

11.  Execution:  Early  In  Oporation  TOAN  THfJIO,  contact  with  VC/NVA 
forces  was  limited  to  small-sesle  operations  esceqpt  where  combat  was  forced 
by  friendly  forces  or  enany  vreapons/annunition  eadtes  were  diseoverdd. 

Diirlng  this  period  the  brigade  dlroetod  its  efforts  toward  locating  and 
desiring  the  VC/NVA  forces  known  to  be  infiltrating  into  Binh  Chanh  azxl 
Nha  distilets  pr'or  to  the  second  Saigon  offonsi^'s.  The  second  week 

of  Kay  repreaanted  a  peak  in  enemy  operations  ^en  the  second  Saigon 
offsnsiva  was  initiated  and  VC/NVA  forces  attempted  to  enter  the  eity  foom 
the  south.  The  offensive  eulninated  in  devastating  dafaat  for  snamy  forces 
fellowad  y  a  period  of  VC/NVA  withdrawal  baok  into  the  southern  portions 
of  Binh  Chjnh  and  Nha  Be  districts  to  re':4uild  units  and  effaet  resupply. 
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During  this  tine,  tpoxution  TC.»tt  TJi.w.C  was  discontiuuod,  Jd  Bde 

opori^tions  wwia  dimotcd  towai'd  puxsuoiiig  artd  ucstioying  VC/i«V«  rorcas 
vis  tnsy  uttuapttxd  to  withdxuw  south.  In  Aoiig  nn  Province .  btigade 
units  sucuiMd  vital  installations,  coiiducted  offensivo  opuratlons  against 
known  or  suspeutod  VC  baao  areas,  and  xeacted  to  current  IntoUigence 
i-epoi-ts. 

Typical  of  the  action  uarking  the  early  stages  of  Opurutinn  TUi*W 
TlLJiC  occurred  on  13  <."*‘11  19^jH  while  Co  ..  <:-60  Inf  was  conducting 
airraobllu  assaults  and  rccoi'.  ix.  foico  operations  uoutheast  of  Tan  Tru 
(vie  \5  703589).  <>t  1530H  v/h  .le  searching  an  area  known  to  bo  usod  by 
VC  forcas  as  a  stagixxg  arv.a>  the  company  ca.ne  uitder  fire  from  ill  arms 
and  £<^0  rockets  by  on  unloiown  size  VC  fet  ea.  Co  a  it.i.'.ealatoly  returned 
fixe  using  their  orgoni-  weapons  anu  received  gunship  support  from  D  3-5 
air  Cav.  During  the  ir  .tul  exchange  of  fire.  Co  n  sustained  5  UHn. 

Contact  contiiiued  throughout  the  afternoon  at  varying  tempo  until  181011 
when  the  unemy  was  finarjy  able  to  break  contact  and  uitharaw.  .i  search 
of  the  batclo  aioa  confiraod  8  VC  hod  been  killed  by  Co  and  9  killed 
by  D  3-5  Cav. 

The  enemy's  logistical  buildup  prior  to  the  Saigon  offensive 
enable  friendly  forces  to  loc-te  and  capture  or  uestroy  large  quantities 
of  uius  and  supplies  prepositioned  along  avenues  of  ap..roach  and  withdrawal. 
On  2  I'tay  1968  at  1530H.  one  such  cache  was  found  by  Co  B  3-39  Inf  while 
on  a  lecon  in  force  opcr..tioii  southeast  of  Ben  uuc  (>JS  634713).  The 
ams  «nd  mmiitions  found  included  four  (4)  cases  of  50-  cal  atxiunitlon. 

46  60h>i  nioitar  rounds.  50  12(111  mortox  rounds.  30  hrG>7  rotnds.  four  (4) 
cases  of  idL>47  •'xiauxiltion.  one  (l)  75^i^i  lecollless  rifle  round,  one  (1) 
i^PG-2  launcher.  77  ilG-2  rounds.  200  i3G>2  and  7  propeixant  char^ies. 

50  1201%.  mortar  fuses.  65  6li-k.  Lvortar  fuses  and  three  (3)  107x>h  rocket 
rounds.  The  laost  significant  aspect  of  the  find  was  the  presence  of 
t20ti';  iflort-r  and  lOTtit.  rocket  rounds.  This  uxirked  the  first  tiiis 
he.vy  ihdiroct  fire  weapons  had  been  fomd  in  bong  iur  Province.  Three 
days  later,  at  050400H.  uen  Luc  came  under  a  coubinod  uoxtar  oxid  lOTHh 
rocket  attack. 

On  6  iviy  1966  with  the  beginning  of  t;ie  2d  baigon  ofionsive.  the 
3d  udo  was  chaxged  with  defending  the  southern  side  of  Saigon  and 
destroying  VC  local  and  niain  force  xlisnunts  attempting  to  infiltrate 
through  Nha  Be  and  Binh  Chonh  Districts.  The  devastating  effectiveness 
of  the  brigade's  operation  during  the  offensive  (6  Nay  -  13  Nay  68} 
resulted  in  the  equivalent  of  3  VC  battaxiens  being  destroyed  (Sec 
Ineloaure  1.  Combat  after  Action  keport  from  6  Nay  -  13  may  19M). 

Following  the  oifensive  until  O  Juno,  when  the  conduct  of  operation 
TCiJl  TlLa.'G  was  assumed  by  the  1st  Bde.  cuirtaet  with  VC/i4Va  was  extremely 
light  as  the  eiituy  attempt  .u  to  withdraw, 

Night  activities  dixxlng  Operation  TUN  TtDuiG  were  uiriod  at 
interdiction  of  water  LOC's  and  the  aestiuctlon  of  onoLy  sompobs  carryitig 
supplies  atrd  equlpcient.  host  of  the  238  ooupons  destroyed  during  the 
oper..tion  were  engaged  by  aquabushes  or  night  roconnaissonee  oircHift 
^ing  in  support  of  tho  brlgoue.  Operations  of  this  type  were  hi^ily 
successful  and  forced  the  enecy  to  roly  on  other  uoro  difficult  uiaans 
of  transportation  in  addition  to  destroying  and/or  captLuring  a 
significant  amount  of  material. 

'  Operatixm  TUti;  TIUNG  was  successful  from  several  standpoints.  The 
VC  and  UVa  forces  second  attempt  to  enter  baigon  frois  the  south  was  a 
dlttsal  failure  and  resulted  in  ucvastating  d.feat  for  them.  Their  loss 
of  um  during  the  86  day  period  Operation  TOiJj  TH.u)iG  was  conducteo 
totaled  1363  KL.  and  19  POx's.  enetiiy  was  also  prevented  from  gaining  . 
control  of  any  significant  ubC's  or  population  centors.  Operations 
itt  Long  an  Province  were  8onewhv.t  lisiltod  by  the  small  number  of  forces 
available,  however,  the  brigade  continued  to  :jiterdlct  eneny  infiltration 
routes  and  coitductod  small-scale  recon  in  force  operations.  ;  mployiaent 
of  alrbcats  and  night  river  patrols  continued  to  ensure  the  soeurity  of 
major  waterways  in  the  vie  of  Cut  Lai.  One  hechanized  platoon  was  located 
at  the  Ben  Luc  bridge  nightly  during  TOiJx  THotC  to  aus;unt  <dkVN  security 
fexces.  Combined  operations  with  the  Vietnamese  11th  Uver  .osault  Group 
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wuio  conflicted  using  tho  bo^ts  both  for  troop  :.ovu!nont  luid  as  a  scruonlog 
force  along  inland  witorways.  Tho  succussfuiiiess  of  Operation  TO^jt  TH.d'iG 
Is  the  result  of  c  ordination  and  team  work  twtwoen  air  and  ground  forces 
creating  a  highly  afroctivo  fighting  force, 

12.  Kesults: 

a.  Friendly  losses  for  Operation  TO.dJ  TH.aCG  wore  as  follows: 

(1)  US  KH.,: 

(2)  US  wH..!  439 

(3)  US  liTo,:  0 


b,  dnotiy  lossos  cluzkig  Operation  TOu'i  TtlatC  were  as  follows: 


(i )  Porsoiuel; 


(a)  VC/iiV.i  KLv:  1j63 

(b)  lOws  19 

(2)  :X-.ul|ijunt  Captured: 


(3) 


SiaoU  .aius 

225 

Crew-Sorved  weapons 

58 

.uru;io ,  H*. 

852  r  iis 

143290  Ids 

idee 

57  lbs 

iusekets  (122  rl) 

2 

G.onaaos 

437 

loiaios 

3 

Gas  lEask 

17 

t.Vli  Curiancy 

76700 

4.K-5O  Drums 

38 

li-79  iids 

46 

licdical  Sup..lies 

130  lbs 

Docuuonts 

185  lbs 

^uipaent  Destroyed: 

Bunkers 

3342 

Structures 

623 

Foxhole  s 

^7 

Punji  Pits 

176 

Sampans 

a38 

..FG-2  Prop  Charges 

157 

.d-G-7  Prop  Charges 

140 

Booby  Traps 

89 

iioadbloeks 

89 

Homemade  Bombs 

58 

(»pprox) 

(approx) 


e.  Tactical  nir  Support;  During  Operation  TOnti  THANG,  the 
7th  Tactical  US<.F  supported  the  3d  Brigaae  "Co  Duvils"  with  326 
preplanned  and  105  iuuedlato  airstrikos  in  addition  to  coirdueting 
four  coiabat  sky  spots,  approximately  375  of  the  strikes  were  followed 
up  with  recon  in  force  operations  in  the  target  area  by  ground  troops. 


13*  Adoinistrative  Hatters 

a.  Combat  service  support  of  Operation  TCai^  THaiIG  was  tinsly 
and  adequate  vrith  fuw  excoptions. 

b.  Transportation  of  troops  end  supilioa  was  primarily  conducted 
by  air  and  organic  vehicle.  '(lowevur«  bce..u8a  of  thu  terrain,  boats  wure 
used  in  increasing  mrjburs  for  the  sa.ie  purposo. 
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c.  Thera  were  short  periods  of  time  when  failure  of  pump  units  at  the 
Tan  An  Airfield  resulted  In  excessive  ground  time  for  aircraft  attempting  to  re- 
fuelt  thus  denying  the  ground  commander  maximum  use  of  this  extremely  valuable 
asset • 


d.  Medical  support  was  provided  by  Company  D,  9th  Medical  Battalion 
located  at  Tan  An  Airfield.  There  were  no  problem  areas  in  the  Medical  Field. 
Evacuation  of  wounded  personnel  by  helicopter  was  conducted  In  an  outstanding 
professional  manner,  often  under  extreme  conditions. 

e.  Continuous  operations  over  long  periods  of  time  created  minor  maintenance 
problems  with  equipment.  Increased  emphasis  placed  on  preventive  maintenance 
and  equipment  rotation  systems  between  base  camps  and  units  in  the  field 
alleviated  the  problem. 

14.  Special  Equipment  and  Techniques 

a.  To  combat  Increased  VC/NVA  movement  during  hours  of  darkness, 

UHID  helicopters  and/or  0-1  birddog  type  aircraft  with  observers  aboard  using 
light  Intensification  devices  conducted  visual  night  reconnaissance  ulo'ig 
waterways  and  LOCs. 

b.  To  minimize  the  high  casualty  rate  normally  experienced  when  en¬ 
gaging  an  entrenched  enemy  In  house-to-house  fighting,  tactical  alrstrlkes  were 
used  to  neutralize  enemy  forces  and/or  pin  the  enemy  down  allowing  friendly 
forces  time  to  move  Into  more  favorable  attack  positions. 

c.  As  In  the  first  Saigon  offensive,  water  way  security  was  In¬ 
creased  through  the  use  of  aquabushes  and  river  patrols  on  alrboats. 

d.  The  brigade  was  supported  by  both  D  3-5  Cav  and  B  7-1  Cav  during 
operation  TOAN  THANG.  The  use  of  Air  Cav  Troops  proved  extremely  effective 

In  maintaining  surveillance  over  the  large  AO  assigned  to  the  3d  Brigade.  Many 
successful  operations  were  developed  around  sightings  made  by  the  Cav  within  a 
designated  AO  prior  to  Insertion  of  ground  forces. 

15.  Conmander's  Analysis 

During  the  early  portion  of  Operation  TOAN  THANG,  It  was  apparent  that 
VC/NVA  Forces  were  rebuilding  following  the  earlier  TET  offensive  In  preparation 
for  renewed  offensive  operations  In  the  Saigon  area.  Local  and  main  force  units 
avoided  contact  with  'friendly  forces  except  when  forced  to  fight  because  of 
friendly  Initiated  operations.  Once  engaged,  VC/NVA  Forces  attempted  to  break 
contact  as  soon  as  possible  remaining  to  fight  only  to  protect  base  areas  of  arms 
caches. 


Brigade  operations  during  this  period  were  conducted  primarily  In 
northern  Long  An  Province  and  Blnh  Chanh  and  Nha  Be  Districts  to  disrupt  VC/NVA 
LOCs  and  neutralize  enemy  forces  before  they  could  reach  the  CMD.  Because  of 
the  VC/NVA  logistical  buildup  necessary  to  support  their  forthcoming  offensive, 
brigade  forces  were  very  successful  In  capturing  large  quantities  of  arms  and 
ammunition  found  In  caches  located  along  enemy  LOCs. 

By  early  May,  VC/NVA  forces  had  moved  the  equivalent  of  six  battalions 
Into  Blnh  Chanh  and  Nha  Be  Districts  In  an  attempt  to  Infiltrate  them  Into 
Saigon  during  the  second  offensive.  To  counter  the  growing  threat  to  Saigon, 
brigade  forces  moved  Into  positions  south  of  the  city  In  CMD,  Blnh  Chanh  and 
Nha  Be  Districts.  From  company  and  battalion  basecamps  established  along  the 
Klnh  Dol  Canal,  brigade  forces  continued  offensive  operations  to  the  south 
neutralizing  enemy  forces  before  they  could  reach  Saigon.  Several  enemy  units 
managed  to  move  Into  built-up  areas  on  the  south  aide  of  the  city  causing  the 
brigade  to  conduct  house-to-house  fighting.  Close  air  support  provided'  by  gun- 
ships  and  tactical  air  greatly  reduced  the  brigade's  casualty  rate  which  would 
normally  have  been  much  higher  In  house-to-house  fighting.  The  enemy's  attempt 
to  enter  Saigon  from  the  south  was  a  dismal  failure  In  every  respect  and  by 
13  May,  VC/NVA  forces  were  withdrawing  south  as  quickly  as  possible  In  an 
attemot  ''o  break  contact. 
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During  thu  i«ti6inU4r  of  Op«ration  TO.m4  maJG,  contact  with 
eneny  foious  wis  .;xtiji.A)ly  light  os  VC/mVm  fotcus  bvgaji  loorganisatlon 
and  sup.  ly  of  foroos. 

16.  i.ueor.iaundc.tlona: 

a.  ..gainst  a  woU-ontronQhod  wnui.^,  airstrlkcs  aio  vury 
ufiuctlvo  in  noutrullzlng  "hard"  taig.its«  howovur*  eaio  should  bo 
takon  not  to  vithcraw  iiionaTy  forcos  from  tho  t...rgot  aioa  too  soon 
prior  to  the  airatriko,  and  allow  the  onspy  time  to  withdraw. 

b.  In  tho  pi'.at  uiuty  fortified  positions  havo  boen  built  into 
the  udgu  of  truo  xinos  to  afford  occupants  uaxli.tuci  coiicoalpunt  ond 

visabillty.  ..ucontly,  howevur«  VC/i4V<.  Forces  have  boon  encountorud  in 
bunkers  locatod  well  forward  of  treo  lines  in  on  Qttur..pt  to  avoid  alrstrikos 
and  aitiilory.  Vihon  approaching  a  line  of  tioes  or  nipt.a  palm,  caruful 
study  should  be  miulo  of  terrain  up  to  200  tuotors  forward  of  the  tree  line 
to  avoid  "walking  into"  bunkers. 

c.  The  uso  of  .dr  C^v  in  locating  uuuLy  for  cos  prior  to 
inserting  ground  troops  will  save  sovurol  hours  of  needless  searching 

in  "dry  holus".  rur  exeexxent  eompli...tint  to  the  reconnaissance  eapiibillty 
of  on  .dr  Cav  Troop  is  tho  "People  Sniffer"  readings  obtained  from 
this  InsbruDont  con  be  exploited  ly  gunships  or  by  uropping  "CS"  in 
the  fom  of  cluster  canisters  to  flush  enouy  fior.’.  ccncoalnent. 

d.  Often  VC/i^Vh  Forces  engage  frlonuly  forces  just  prior  to 
darkness  In  the  belief  e:.tzaction  by  hulleoptur  will  occur  before  dork. 

If  almoblle  opuratlons  for  the  day  ..lo  begun  at  0900H  or  100(M,  this 
will  allow  tinte  to  exploit  late  contacts. 

FOK  THE 


iiLr^?4s, 

jie.Y  1.  bD..T 
W  i;JF 
.JjJUT.a.T 
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DEl'AarHENT  OP  THS  ARMY 
3D  DRIO/\DE,  9rt!  IMP  Air/ir'  DIVTSION 
APO  S/JI  FRAJJCISCO  96373 


AVDE-BCO 

11  August 

SUBJECT: 

Combat  (derations  After  Action  Rooort  (MACV/RCS/J3/32)  (U) 

THRU: 

Cotimand  Channels 

TO: 

Commander 

U.  S.  Military  Assistance  Cononand,  Vietnam 

ATTN;  J343 

APO  96243 

1.  None  or  Identity  find/or  Type  of  Operations  Cembnt  op  oration  to  defend 
southern  approaches  to  Snlgon-CMD  rrop.  end  defend  key  installations  in  southern 
Sslgon>CMD  area. 

2.  Dates  of  Operation:  6  May  -  13  May  1968. 

3.  Locations  Gia  Dlnh  Province,  Nha  Be  and  Binh  Chanh  Districts. 

4.  Control  or  Conmand  Headquarters:  Hcadquart.irs,  3d  Brigade,  9th 
Infantry  Division  in  coordination  vith  CO,  CHD, 

5.  Reporting  Officers  Colonel  George  C.  Benson,  Conmanding  Officer, 

3d  Bde,  9th  Inf  DlV}  Uoutonmt  Colonel  Joseph  H.  Schmalhorst,  Conmajidln? 
Officer,  6th  Battalion  I  31st  Infantxyj  Lloutcnrjit  Colonel  Anthony  P.  Deluca, 
Cosmanding  Officer,  3d  Battalion,  39th  Infantry;  Iloutcn"Jit  Colonel  Robert 
L,  Adcock,  Costnandlng  Officer,  4th  Battalion,  39th  Infajitry;  L^euten-'nt 
Colonel  John  B.  Tower,  Comm-nding  Officer,  2d  Battalion,  47th  Infantry; 
Ueutenent  Colonel  Eric  F,  Antilla,  Conmanding  Officer,  5th  Battalion 
(Mechanized),  60th  Infantry. 

6.  Task  Organizations 
a.  U,  S.  Forces: 

(1)  Maneuver  Battalions: 

6-31  Inf 

3- 39  Inf 

4- 39  Inf 

2-47  Inf  (off  09  May  68) 

5- 60  Inf  (H)  (-) 

(2)  Brigade  Controls 

B  Trp,  7-1  Cnv  (7-13  Hay  68) 

D  Trp,  >5  Cfsv  (8-13  Kay  68) 

HHC,  3d  Bde,  9th  Inf  Div 

2-4  Arty(-)  D3 

Btry  Bj  7-8  Arty  (8  in  and  IVSnm)  PS  Reinforcing 

Btry  C,  1-84  Arty  (15S^)  Roinforclng 

Btxy  B(-),  1-84  Arty  (l55nB)  Roinfox^ng 
3d  Pit,  9th  HP  Co  (Spt)  .  . 

3d  Pit,  Co  C,  9th  a,g  Bn  (9pt) 
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Co  D,  709th  H-'int  Bn  (Sr.’;) 

Co  C,  ipth  l^v^T  Dn  (DS;.’ 

Co  C,  9th  Mud  Bn  (Spt) 

Tin,  9th  KT  Dot  (Spt) 

3d  Pit,  335  ARC  (3pt) 

Soc,  4th  AA  Pit,  2d  CA  Co  (9pt) 

AV  Fid  Thi,  246th  P3YW3  Co  (Spt) 

2d  Pit,  C  Dtry,  5-2  Arty  (DS) 

2d  Pit,  H  Btry,  29th  Arty  (DS) 

b.  Viotmmoso  forcoo  oporrtlrg  In  close  coordinntlon  "nd  cooperntion 
vith  3d  Brlgado  units: 

30th  River  Assault  Group  (RAG)(i'JlVN) 

RF/PF  Forces,  Gl.a  Dlnh  Province 
Nha  Be  .and  Binh  Chnnh  District  Forces 
C.apitol  Military  District  Forces 

7.  Supporting  Forces: 

II  Field  Forces  Avi.ation  Units 

7th  USAF 

1st  Log  Cod 

8.  IntolUgenco;  Enemy  situation  prior  to  the  May  (2d)  Offensive: 

Reporting.  Period:  1  April  to  11  May  1968 

During  this  period  .all  enemy  .activity  in  sub-region  3  indic.ated  ranssive 
efforts  to  resupply,  train  and  provide  recruits  to  all  VC/NVA  units  suffering 
from  the  ho.avy  losses  sustained  during  the  TET  Offensive.  At  the  s.'^me  time, 
tho  eneny  continued  h.ara8amant  of  Allied  and  ARVN  installations  throughout  the 
TAOI  concentrating  on  attacks  by  fire  .and  avoiding  contact  except  viherc  their 
base  .areas  wore  challenged.  It  was  obvious  during  this  period  that  tho  enemy's 
rebtillding  efforts  were  pointing  towards  a  second  offensive  in  the  Saigon  arc.a. 

Major  b.attalion-si*od  oloraents  in  our  AO  boc.ame  incre-asingly  difficult 
to  «ng.age.  For  .apparent  security  purposes,  traditional  enemy  unit  base  areas 
were  abandoned  with  only  token  IJ  representation,  movement  p.attonis  seemed 
erratic  as  tho  onony  attenpted  to  cover  their  subsequent  movomont  into  att.ack 
positions  south  of  S.''lgon.  In  addition,  information  >ns  received  th.at  some  LF 
and  MF  con?)any-3izo  elements,  normally  opor.-'ting  scp"r.ately,  wore  uniting  in  an 
effort  to  bolster  the  att.ack  strength  of  the  larger  MF  units.  LF  elements  In 
the  3d  Bdo's  Inncdlato  area  of  interest  .aroimd  US  installations,  began  coordin¬ 
ated  att.acks  in  order  to  cover  the  maneuver  of  tho  Saigon  attack  forces.  In¬ 
creasing  VC  conmand  emphasis  was  placed  on  terrorist  .activities,  interdiction 
of  lines  of  communication,  sabotage  of  Route  4  .and  attacks  by  firo  on  all 
strategic  points  in  sub-region  3*  Intordictlon  along  Route  4  wa.s  e8poci.‘'lly 
he,avy  between  Tan  An  and  Binh  Ch.-’nh,  Specially  formed  sapper  elements  initiated 
more  frequent  routo-sovering  atton^ts  along  secendary  roads  leading  to  md  from 
all  US  subordinate  inst.allations.  Attacks  by  flro  increased  on  ARVN,  RF/PP  CP's 
throughout  sub-region  3.  In  .•'ji  attenpt  to  hanper  rolnforcemont  efforts  by 
Allied  and  ARVN  units,  conbineC  LF  elements  put  over  increasing  pressure  on  the 
T.an  i'ji  and  Bon  Luc  Bridges,  .it  various  tlias  both  locations  e.?jno  under  rocket, 
niort.ar,  ground  and  proWng  att.acks.  During  this  reporting  period,  e^ci^lly 
in  the  last  two  weeks  of  April,  pressure  was  exerted  cn  .all  major  Allied  and 
ARVN  installations  in  Can  Duoc,  Con  Gluoe,  and  Nha  Be  Districts  as  a  diversion 
to  the  maneuvering  of  the  .attack  elomunts  into  positions  south  of  Saigon. 

The  bulk  of  tho  offensive  from  tho  south  was  to  be  borne  bv  tho  3d 
Independent,  506th  LF,  and  Phu  Lol  II  battalions  with  the  .aid  of  sipporting 
elements  frem  the  5th  Nha  Be  Bn 

The  oneny's  over, all  plan  for  the  .attack  in  the  southern  region  had  the 
2d  Ind,  506th,  Phu  Loi  II  .and  supporting  olomonts  from  tho  5th  Nha' Be  .attacking 
and  occupying  the  7th,  0th  and  9th  Precincts  .along  Saigon's  southern  extrcmltier 
The  0-16  LF  and  tho  263  Bn's  with  supporting  ro,ar  oloments  wore  to  provide  diver 
Sion  by  attacking  from  tho  southwest  into  tho  Cholon  -  Phu  Lam  area. 
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9.  Mlasiona: 

Deploy  tho  3d  Bdo  aoubli  oi'  i5;u.p.on  to  deny  VC/NVA  forces  nccons 

to  the  city, 

b.  Defend  key  inatallnlions  south  of  a^lgon, 

c.  Be  prepnrod  to  reinforce  US  Tnd  /JIVN  units  in  S''iron-CMD  ni’cn. 

10.  Cooeept  of  Oporetion: 

n.  Tho  gonornl  concept  of  oporntiona  vna  to  move  four  Jn.''nouvcr  battn- 
liona  by  nirlift  nnd  vehiclo  to  positions  along  suspected  routes  of  lnf?ltrr>t1on 
into  the  southern  Soigon-CHD  nren. 

b.  Conduct  oxtonaive  conbat  operations  in  Binh  Chajih  .•'jjd  Nha  Do 
Districts  to  locate  and  destroy  VC/NVA  units  staging  to  attack  tho  Salron-CMD 
area. 


11.  Execution! 

a,  6  May  1968:  The  disposition  of  forces  in  Gin  Dlnh  Province  on 
6  Kay  was  the  1*^39  Inf  at  Nha  Bo  (XS  916823)  and  the"  6-31  Inf  at  FS/PB  Shioko 
(XS  789769).  fecauso  of  tho  buildt^  of  Intelligonce,  tho  5-60  Inf(M)  was 
moved  from  Binh  Phuoe  (XS  615550)  to  XS  815868  south  of  Saigon.  At  niahtf-'ll 
on  tho  6th,  tho  eomploto  disposition  of  units  was:  6-31  Inf  (Co*s  A"  and  D) 
at  PS/PB  Siicka,  XS  789769}  4-39  Inf  had  Co  B"  at  Cat  Lai  (XS  956895),  Co  C  at 
XS  880853,  Co  E  and  HHC  at  Mha  Be  (XS  916823),  Co  C/3-39  Inf  (CPC(»J  to"  4-39) 
at  Nha  Be  (XS  916823);  tho  5-60  Inf  (M)  ht.d  HHC  and  Co  A  at  XS  815868,  2d  Pit 
of  Co  A  at  XS  984878  (CPCON  to  4-39  Inf),  and  Co  C  elements  at  XS  875868, 

XS  814875,  and  XS  853887. 

b,  7  May  1968!  Tho  6-31  Inf  moved  Co's  B  and  C  from  Binh  Chanh  to 
PS/PB  Smoko  and  conducted  eonpany-siaod  aimobilo  assaults  and  rccon  in  force 
operations  oajjt  of  Binh  Chanh.  The  operations  had  negative  results  and  at 
nightfall  tho  disposition  of  the  batt.alion  w^.s  HI<5  and  Co  C  at  PS/PB  Staoke, 

Co  A  at  XS  808865,  Co  B  at  XS  819866,  Co  C  had  one  pit  at  tho  Bon  l«c  Bridge 
(XS  618748)  and  one  pit  OPOON  to  5-60  Inf  (XS  816874)  and  ono  pit  at  XS  77584^. 

Tho  3-39  Inf  conducted  local  security  patrols  vie  Each  Kion  until 
the  afternoon.  Beginning  at  140QH,  tho  Bn  Hqs  aJ)d  Co's  A  and  B  were  airlifted 
to  positions  south  of  Saigon.  The  flnaj.  disposition  of  tho  battaJion  was: 

HHC  and  Co  D  at  XS  838869,  Co  A  at  XS  828868,  Co  C  (CPCON  to  4-39  Inf)  at 
XS  880870.  Co's  A  and  B  of  3-60  Inf  bccarao  CPCON  to  3-39  Inf  to  defend  ba.se- 
eantps  ut  fc  Nhut  Tan  (XS  665674),  Rnch  Kion  (XS  740669),  ajid  the  Fponch  Fort 
(XS  896616). 


Tho  4-39  Inf  conductod  riverine  and  footmoblle  recon  in  force 
operations  west  and  northwest  of  Nha  Be  with  throe  conpanios.  Tho  oporatlcxis 
had  negative  results  and  the  disposition  of  tho  battalion  at  nightfall  was: 
HHC,  Co  C  and  Co  E  at  Nha  Bo  (XS  916823);  Co  A  at  Tan  Tru  (XS  654623);  Co  B 
at  Cat  Lai  (XS  956895);  Co  C/>39  (CPCON  to  4-39  Inf)  at  XS  880870;  and  one 
pit  of  5-60  lnf(>0  (OPCON  to  4-39  Inf)  at  XS  896873. 

The  5-60  Inf  (H)  conducted  recon  in  force  operations  wJ.th  Co's 
A  and  C.  Tho  field  CP  of  Co  C/5-60  Inf  (M)  came  under  mortaj*  attack  at  n345H. 
The  company  reeel vod  a  total  of  80  rounds  of  82imn  mortar  fire,  Plre  was  re¬ 
turned  ueing  organic  weapons,  arty  and  a  light  fire  team.  The  CP  rooeivod 
8  to  10  RPC  rounde  at  0515H.  The  sajno  8iq>pcrt  was  used  for  this  contact. 
There  were  no  ensualtios  from  ulthor  contact  and  tho  VC  losses  are  unknown. 
The  3d  Bde  received  a  call  at  0545H  that  an  ‘JIW  outpost  a.t  XS  8^875  was 
under  c  ground  attack  from  an  estimated  VC  conpanr.  The  2d  Pit  of  Co  C  de¬ 
parted  its  night  location  (XS  845885)  to  reinforce  the  outpost.  At  0610H 
at  XS  827875,  the  platoon  estnbllshod  contact  with  an  unknotn  size  VC  force. 
The  platoon  was  Joined  by  the  rest  of  Co  C  at  0642H.  The  company  rem-'lned 
In  contact  until  2000H  vhon  tho  enemy  withdrew  to  tho  south.  Co  C  was  joined 
at  1030H  by  Co  A/^60  Ihf  (M)  at  XS  829876.  The  two  units  were  sigiportod  by 

/« 


Best  Available  Copy 


niob  I'lrstriktts  nnd  .•'Ttlllory  "Jll  during  tho  d-v,  US  cr'.su.*'.ltlos  vrarui  2  KHA, 

48  WA  (28  required  duot  olff).  Ti. .  VJ  i r  -«iro  2 13  VC  body  count  (.f./5-60  - 
80,  C/5-60  -  35,  D/7-1  C.-'y  -  58,  lO  .nd  .‘•Irstriiccs  -  30).  Enemy 

oquipmont  o/!pt\rcd  includwi;  19  At-.V/'a,  >  RPG-2  l"unsherB,  1  RPD-56  m-chtne- 
gun,  63  B-40  roolcota,  3  B-41  rockets,  'ml  />ji  unknown  'mount  of  loose  sm-ll 
nraa  rmmo.  The  fin'i  disposition  of  units  w?jt  HHC-  .'jid  Rocon/2-47  Inf  (CPCON 
5-60  off  071800H)  ,'.t  XS  845879,  Co  A(-)  nt  X3  825872,  Co  C  at  XS  835876, 

B  Troop,  7-1  Cav  supported  tho  5-60  Inf  (M)  (-)  In  Its  contacts 
botwun  0700H  -  2000H, 

0,  8  Rijr  1968:  Tho  6-31  Inf  eonduoted  loo'l  security  p-ttrols  "round 
tlwir  night  location  \dth  nogatlvo  results.  Tho  disoosition  of  the  unit  at 
nightfall  was:  HHC,  Co«s  A,  D,  and  B  at  PS/PB  Smoko  (XS  789769).  Co  C  con¬ 
ducted  three  platoon-slaod  ambushos  vie  XS  8I5775,  XS  815823  and  XS  615755. 

Tho  3-39  Inf  conducted  rocon  in  force  ooer'tions  ^dth  Co  A  (rein¬ 
forced  by  liecon/2-47  Inf)  and  Co  B.  Co  A  established  contact  w(.th  an  unknown 
sist)  VC  fbreo  at  XS  834875  at  1200H.  Tho  ooB|>nn''  received  RPG,  AW  and  S*  fire 
and  reacted  with  gunshina,  T/C  Air,  arty  and  organic  woapons.  Co  A  was  rein¬ 
forced  by  Roi\/2-47  Inf  at  1245H.  Tho  contact  continued  at  the  s me  coordinates 
throughout  tho  day  breaking  at  2000H.  Tho  easualtioa  for  Co  A  for  the  da- 
wro  3  WHA.  a  total,  of  10  VC  were  Idllud  by  Co  A.  Co  B  ostablishud  contact 
with  an  unkiiowi  size  VC  force  't  X3  834878  at  1445H.  Co  B  was  supported  bar 
heliooptor  gunahlps,  T.X  /dr,  arty  and  organic  weepons.  The  contact  continued 
until  2000H  at  the  saeo  eoor^natos.  Total,  casualties  for  Co  B  wore:  4  KHA 
and  4  IWA.  ThJ.  VC  losses  wore  37  killed  by  Co  B  rjyi  20  klllod  b-  supnoiting 
gunahlps.  Ren/2-47  Inf  sustained  7  I'DU  "nd  one  track  damaged  by  a  RPG-3  round 
%Mle  supporting  Co  A,  The  disposition  of  tho  battalion  at  nightfall  was: 

HHC  md  Rocon  at  XS  845884J  Co  A  at  XS  839881;  Co  B  at  XS  8848®;  Rcn/2-47  Inf 
(CPCON  to  3-39  Inf)  at  XS  845885. 

The  4-39  Inf  roactod  to  contact  initiated  by  D  Troop,  3-5  Cay. 

At  IO40H,  2/V5-60  'Inf  dq>artod  its  night  location  and  linked  up  with  an  fJCJV 
pit  At  XS  852783.  Doth  units  .established  contact  with  an  unknown  size  VC 
force  iooBdiatoly.  Co  C  departed  Nha.  Bo  in  trucks  and  airbo.tbs  to  reinforce  ' 
tho  eontaot  arriving  in  tho  area  at  1245H,  The  units  in  conta.ct  received  HPO, 
AH  and  SA  lire,  Thu  units  wore  supported  by  helicopter  gunsWps  flrooi  D  Trp, 

3-5  Cav,  TAC  Air,  arty  and  organic  weapons.  The  cont-ct  continued  "t  the  same 
eoordinsbes  until  1930H  whon  tho  VC  broke  contact  and  withdrew  to  the  southwest. 
Total  o.asualtle)s  for  US  units  for  tho  dav  wore  12  W.\.  Tho  VC  losses  vero 
42  VC  BC,  The  disposition  of  tho  battalion  at  nightfall  was:  Ht’C,  Cd  £  ajd 
Co  C/3-39  r*  Nha  Be  (XS  917823);  Co  B  -at  Cat  Lai  (XS  958897);  Co  C  at  XS  86I8OO; 
and  2/4/3-60  Inf  at  XS  896873. 

Tbio  5-60  Inf  (M)  (-)  conducted  oKtenslvo  patrols  in  the  area  of 
the  oontoet  on  7  Ray  and  around  its  night  loor.tion  and  acted  as  a  RRP  fer  tho 
3-39  Inf  and  4-39  Inf.  Tho  daylight  patrols  had  negative  rosults  and  the  dis¬ 
position  of  units  nt  nightfall  w's:  RHC  and  Co  C(-)  at  XS  802870;  Co  A  at 
XS  810868;  Co  B/6-31  Inf  (CPCON  to  5-60  Inf)  nt  XS  802866,  XS  795865,  and 
XS  788868. 


B  , Troop/7-1  Cav  conducted  screening  missions  south  of  Sniaon 
fkom  O7OOH  to  1830H,  The  unit  killed  8  VC  in  isola.ted  eases  throughout  tho 
day.  D  nreop/3-5  Cav  supported  the  4«-39  Inf  from  O70OH  to  1930H  and  killed 
25  VC  in  the  Area,  of  eontaot  (XS  852^3).  The  3d  Bdo  losaZs  for  the  dav  wore: 

U  XHA  and  19  HHA.  VC  losses  were  112  VC  BC. 

d.  9  May  1968:  Tho  6-31  Inf  etmducted  reeon  in  force  operations  with 
Co's  A  and  C.  At  0819H  FS/PB  Smke  (-S  989769)  roceivod  15  rounds  of  82Bm 
nortnr  fire.  The  .eounterHsertor  fires  resiOtod  in  1  VC  KlA  with  negative 
firisndly  damage  or  easucl.ties.  The  battalion  eonduoted  reeon  in  force  opera¬ 
tions  during  tbz  day  with  Co's  A  '<nd  C.  ^  units  were  airlifted  to  vie 
XS  ^6874  with  Co  A  inserting  first  followed  by  Co  C.  From,  the  IZ  .  the  units 
moved  to  the  wsst  with  Co  A  in  the  le.id.  At  t500H  both  eoa|>enis8  establiahed 
■eontaet  with  on  estiffla.ted  eompaay-size  foroe.  The  units  used  helicopter  gun- 
aldps,  tX  Air,  arty  and  orgsnlo  weapons  to  support  <thelr  contact  which  con¬ 
tinued  until  19OOH.  Durinc  eontaot,  the  two  oonpaniss  sustained  15  VilHA 
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and  Jdllsjd  26  VC.  Tho  fin.-I  tiispoa  t'on  of  .urits  it  ni;,htfnll  wr.s:  HHC, 

Co '3  0  and  li  r.t  FS/PB  anoUc  (j^  .  .  x  XS  OC  ■'■’74;  Co  T.  CfCUI)  to 

3”39  Anfj  rnd  Co  G  at  X5  *167874»  .  *J9  In?  '<  vf  v.  o:.-i,\riuous  VA 

south  of  Saigon  daving  to.o  night  of  i-  •  Vi,  Usin  :  ..  otarl: scope,  he 
spotted  several  satip  jia  and  one  group  of  1  <  VC  during  toe;  night  Using  heli¬ 
copter  gunshlps  !'nd  arty,  ho  Idllod  6  VC  via  XS  7*3710  and  sank  3  sampans  vie 
XS  046655*  At  0225H  the  battalLlon  fl.old  CP  (XS  began  receiving  a 

nortar  attack.  Thu  camp  rocolvod  a  total  of  50  ro'.tnds  of  82nin  before  the 
attack  ceased  r.t  Ol^SSH.  At  0345H,  tho  cjrp  urmo  under  a  raortor  and  ground 
attack  by  an  estimated  VC  battalion.  The  attaclc  continued  until  0630H  when 
the  VC  withdrew  to  tho  south  and  west.  The  contact  was  supported  by  hclieop- 
tor  gunshlps,  USiiF  C-47  Spooky  fl.aro  and  gunshlps,  arty  and  org^'nlc  we, opens, 

US  casualties  from  tho  attack  were  2  KHa  rnd  67  VHA,  iinemy  losses  wore  4  VC 
KIA.  During  the  day  Co  A  conducted  r«oon  in  force  opor.otions  in  the  vie  of 
the  battalion  baseconqi  vdth  negative  resu-lts,  Co  B  conducted  recon  in  force 
southwest  of  tho  battalion  br.sec'U.'?)  in  pursuit  of  tho  .ottacking  force,  Tho 
cocpr.ny  reedvod  sniper  fim  three  different  tines  betia^en  O7OOH  md  14OOH 
with  no  sasu.alties.  At  14'^OH  vie  X3  043378,  Co  D  established  contact  with  an 
unknown  size  VC  force.  The  action  continued  until  l70CSi  with  the  cncocy  fire 
fluctuating  between  hcav^'  to  sporadic.  The  action  was  supported  with  helicopter 
gunshlps,  TnC  ;iir,  .arty  .and  organic  woqpons.  The  .action  resulted  in  12  VC 
body  count  and  1  US  WHA,  The  3-39  Inf  received  Cf'CCN  of  B/6-3I  Inf  r.t  14OOH 
to  lupport  tho  B/3-39  Inf  contact.  .Jhon  tho  company  approached  the  area  of 
contact,  they  began  receiving  spor.adic  sniper  fire.  The  oonpany  esta.blished 
a  block  to  tho  southwest  of  the  contact  au'ca.  Tho  sporedic  sniper  fire  con¬ 
tinued  until  I7OOH  and  resulted  in  9  US  VWA.  The  action  resulted  in  10  VC  iJA 
for  Co  B/6-31  Inf.  Hcn/2-47  Inf  (OPCON  3-39  Inf)  conducted  loc."!  patrols 
in  the  vie  of  tho  battalion  basecanp  (XS  045386) «  The  patrols  sust.ained  1  US 
WHa  from  sniper  fire  at  1500H  vie  XS  844855.  The  disposition  of  un5.ts  at 
nightf.all  was:  HHC,  Co  B,  dcn/3-39  and  Rcn/2-47  at  XS  845385;  Co  A  at  XS  842883; 
ard  Co  C  CPCOH  to  4-39  Inf. 

The  4-39  Inf  conducted  rccon  in  force  operations  with  Co»s  C/4-39 
Inf  .and  C/i-39  Inf.  The  units  moved  from  XS  860800  to  the  south  to  a.  vill-ge 
located  at  XS  853784*  Prior  to  reaching  tho  vilL''ge  at  XS  857790,  the  units 
established  contact  with  cn  estimated  coniiany.  The  action  was  supported  by 
helicopter  gunshlps,  T.JC  Air,  arty  ajnd  or  anr’.c  weapons  and  resulted  in  2  US 
WHA  and  34  VC  body  count.  The  disposition  of  the  battalion  at  nightfall  was: 

HHC  and  Go's  C  and  E  at  Nhn  Be  (XS  916822);  Co  B  at  XS  977853;  and  Co  C/3-39 
Inf  at  XS  842794. 

Tho  5-60  Inf  (il)  conducted  recon  in  force  oper-ations  with  Co's 
A  and  C  from  XS  804868  towards  tho  3-39  Inf  ba.secanp  (X3  045886).  At  13OOK 
vie  XS  833877*  both  conponies  established  contact  with  nn  estimated  VC  com¬ 
pany.  The  units  killed  5  VC  in  tho  action  which  continued  for  one  hour  and 
sustained  9  US  WHa.  The  disposition  of  the  battalion  at  nightfall  was;  HHC 
and  Co  C  at  XS  810877;  -nd  Co  a(-)  .at  XS  797865. 

The  2-47  Inf  (M)  became  CPCU;  to  the  3d  Bde  at  II30H  and  eonduc- 
ted  recon  in  force  operations  vie  XS  860880.  At  1550H  the  battalion  established 
contact  vdth  cn  estimated  VC  battalion.  The  action  continued  until  IO3OH  when 
the  VC  withdrew  to  the  south.  The  .action  was  supported  by  helicopter  gunshlps, 
TaC  Air,  arty  and  organic  we^ons  and  resulted  in  6l  VC  body  count,  7  AK-47'8, 

2  RPCk^  launchers  and  2  IJPD-56  nachineguns  captured.  The  unit  sustained  18 
US  KHA  and  36  US  VHA.  Tho  battalion  established  a  battalion  Held  location 
at  XS  872886  with  .all  units  co-located  at  tld.s  location. 

Troop  D/3-5  Cav  sj^ported  contacts  of  5-60  Inf,  3-39  Inf,  and 
6-31  Inf  during  the  day  and  killod  7  VC,  sank  6  samp.ans,  destroyed  28  structures 
and  c.ousod  8  secondary  explosions. 

Trorp  B/7'1  Cav  supported  tho  2-47  Inf  .and  4-39  Inf  cont.acts 
killing  30  and  destroying  1  ea  122mm  rocket  launcher  vie  XS  836852, 

e«  10  Hay  1968:  The  6-31  Inf  conducted  footmbbile  recon  in  force 
operations  during  tho  morning  vie  XS  860874  with  Co's  A  and  C.  The  operation 
had  negative  results,  at  1440K  Co  A  ."nd  Co  C  conducted  airmobile  assaults  into 
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a  aS  813^35.  rw-ictlng  to  tho  5-60  Inf  \’n)  gontact'.  From  thfc  thji 
units  movud  vwst  to  tho  woodllno  thon  southwost  to  X3  304827,  Both  eoR^jsnios 
establishod  a  block  oriented  to  the  onst  nt  this  location.  The  block  had 
negative  results.  The  finfd  disposition  of  tho  units  it  nightfall  was:  HUC, 
Co's  B,  D,  and  d  at  FS/PB  Stoke  (X3  789769);  Co  A  at  XS  794029;  wid  Co  C  at 
XS  814822. 

The  3-39  Inf  conductod  footoobile  recon  in  force  operations  with 
Co's  A  and  B  vie  XS  841802.  At  0930H  Co  B  departed  its  night  location  (XS 
84S885)  and  bugnn  moving  to  tho  northwest.  At  1005H  vie  JUS  841802,  the  com¬ 
pany  began  receiving  BPG  and  automatic  weapons  fire.  The  coraprjiy  reacted  with 
helicoptur  gunships  from  Troop  8/7-1  Cav,  TaC  /dr  and  arty.  At  1100H  Co  A  do- 
partod  its  night  location  (AS  842080)  to  support  tho  contact  and  entered  into 
the  engagomont  at  1255H.  At  1300H  R0Con/3-39  Inf  also  reinforced  tho  contact. 
Tho  throe  units  kept  the  enemy  forco  ooctainud  in  their  bunkers  and  used  arty 
and  airstrikus  on  the  enemy  while  Ttoop  D/3-5  Cav  screonod  and  provided  gun- 
ship  si^uort.  Tho  contact  continued  until  1930H  when  Co's  A  and  D  svopt  into 
tho  area  of  eonta.ct,  Th;:  action  resulted  in  65  VC  body  count,  5  DS  KHA  and 
27  US  WHA. 


The  4-39  Inf  conductod  waterborne  (alrboats)  screening  operations, 
waterborne  assaults  and  footmobile  recon  in  .  forco  operations  in  northern  Nh.a 
Bo  District  (vie  XS  865885).  During  tho  night  (0040H,  0225H,  a«l  025411)-, 

Co  C/3-39  Inf  ((ffCCN  to  4-39  Inf),  in  an  nnbush  position  vie  XS  -341790,  eng.aged 
a  total  of  7  sanpans  headlrjg  north  toward  Saigon.  The  aroa  of  nnbush  was  swopt 
at  first  light  8  VC  bodies  wo)W  fodod  alongiflil  enough  canned  goods  and  rice 
to  food  100  mon  approximately  two  days.  Co  C/4-39  screened  in  tho  alrboats 
between  XS  8658i‘5  and  XS  855882.  /i  1230H  tho  company  beached  at  XS  857849. 
While  searching  an  airstrlke  area  (XS  857849)y  the  eotosny  fourxl  a.  total  of 
18  VQ  bodies  Idlled  b/  TaC  Air,  arty  rjxl  small  .arms.  The  disposition  of  units 
at  nightfaJ.1  was:  IlHC  and  Go's  C  and  3  at  Nha  Do  (X3  916822);  Co  B  at  XS  858800 
and  Co  C/3-39  (CPCON  4-39  Inf)  at  XS  893802. 

Tho  2-47  Inf  (M)  conducted  mechanlzud  rocon  in  force  operations 
with  Co's  A  and  C  from  XS  ^884  to  the  west  with  negative  results.  The  batta¬ 
lion  established  a  battalion  li^d  looction  at  XS  810872  with  seven  platoon- 
size  ambushes  In  that  general  vicinity. 

The  5-60  Inf  (h)  conducted  amchanized  rocon  in  force  operations 
with  Go's  A  ond  C.  The  coopanles  departed  their  nl£.ht  locations  ond  moved 
south  to  reinforce  .an  ARVN  outpost  which  was  iinder  attack  (XS  813825).  At 
1120H  vie  XS  813828,  Co  a  established  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  company 
In  heavily  fortified  bunkers.  Co  C  moved  to  tho  oast  flank  .-'nd  two  eoapnid.e8 
itoo  the  6-31  (A  and  C)  were  inserted  on  the  wsst.  All  units  battered  the 
VC  all  day  until2CDQH  when  the  contact  was  broken.  Helicopter  gunships  from 
Troop  0/3-5  Cav,  TAC  .Hr,  arty  and  organic  weapons  si^ported  the  contact.  The 
action  resulted  In  4  US  KHA,  28  US  UHA  and  20  VC  KX;.  onl  3  VC  POW's.  The  final 
disposition  for  the  battalion  was;  mC  and  Co  C  at  XS  810863;  Co  A(-)  at 
XS  815876}  and  I/A/5-60  Inf  at  XS  820870. 

Troop  B/7-1  Cav  supported  the  3-39  Inf  in  its  contact  during  the 
day.  Tot.ols  for  the  action  wore  5  VC  KIA. 

Troop  D/3-5  Cav  s:^ported  tho  5-60  Inf  (M)  and  6-31  Inf  contact 
all  through  the  day.  Totals  for  the  action  were  11  VC  KIA,  1  VC  WIA,  16  sam¬ 
pans  destroyed,  and  39  structures  destroyed. 

f.  11  Hay  1968:  The  6-31  Inf  conducted  airmobile  and  rocon  in  forco 
opesrations  with  Co's  A  end  C.  Kt  first  light  tho  two  units  began  sweeping  the 
area  of  yosterday's  oontaet  (XS  814820).  During  tho  sweep  at  XS  815823,  Co  A 
discovered  3  VC  KIA,  2  I1PG-2  Launchers,  13  B-40  rockets,  3  AK<47  >  s,  2  AK-47 
bandoliers,  10  ehicom  grenades,  15  lbs  of  clothing  .and  1  lb  of  documents. 

The  eoapony  also  destroyed  12  bunkers  in  the  samo  area.  Co  C  in  tho  sane  aroa 
found  3  B-40  rockets,  1  IU50,  1  i1PG-2  launcher,  1  SKS  rifle,  1  ^  pistol,  1 
AX-47,  1  illC-50,  1  ohicom  radio  and  seme  web  gear.  From  this  area  Co  C  con¬ 
tinued  operations  to  tho  south.  i.t  151 5H  vie  XS  82379*;,  the  oompeny  ong.igcd 
an  estimated  VC  platoon.  The  contiaet  w-is  supported  by  Troop  D/3-5  Cav  and 

/J 

t/AL, 
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ivrty  rjd  brokw  nt  1600K.  Tho  rctlon  rusultud  in  4  US  WU  .-nd  the  onony  creu-tl- 
tl««  ."iM  unknown.  Th.<  disposition  of  tho  bnttnllon  -.t  nightf'll  wnst  hKC, 

Go's  ..  snd  t;  nt  FS/PB  Snoku  (XS  789769)1  Co  B  nt  X3  845878;  Co  C  nt  XS  808808; 

.tnd  Co  0  nt  XS  886770.  | 

The  3^39  Inf  eonduetod  rueon  in  force  operations  with  Co's  n  vid  B 
Inltlnlly.  Co  u  conducted  footmoblle  opor'^tions  Iron  XS  826864  to  tho  norths.’^t.*. 

4t  1t19H  vie  XS  636875*  the  eoopvty  sbrsrtod  rwculving  HPC;  nutonmtie  uenpons, 
and  annll  rrms  firo  from  nn  oatiA’'.ted  50  VC.  Tho  company  ro<.;tM  with  Troop  0/ 

3-9  Cav  gunshlpa*  rrty  and  TtC  hlr»  RBn/2*47  Inf  (N)  was  posltlonod  to  ih«> 
north  of  tho  eontaet  In  n  blocking  position.  4b  1200H>  tho  plaV«n  enmc  undur 
heavy  nutoaatio  and  OBvall  arms  (Iro  from  thu  VC  force  Attooptinr:  to  withdraw 
to  the  north.  Tho  t%n  units  poundud  the  onomiv  trom  both  sides  all  during  tho 
day  until  the  VC  broke  oontoet  at  183CM.  The  units  suotidnod  5  U3  UHA  as  a 
result  of  the  oontnot  and  Idllnd  2?  VC.  Co  B  eonduetod  reecn  in  force  oporao 
tions  fton  IS  843883  to  tho  south,  at  0930H  vie  XS  845879*  thu  oonpnny  ostr.b- 
Ushed  oonteot  «dth  an  oatinatod  reinforeed  VC  eoBpp.ny.  Co  13/6-31  Inf  was 
placed  OPCON  to  the  3-39  Inf  and  moved  fNn  XS  850880  wost  to  tho  point  of 
eontaet  establishing  eontaet  and  blocking  trem  the  east  at  1100H.  Co 
Inf  (H)  was  placed  OPCON  to  thu  3-39  Inf  at  0930H  end  began  moving  south  to 
tho  point  of  eontaet  at  1000H.  .Vt  I100H  Co  B/2-47  Inf  ostablishod  a  bloc!*: 
orluntod  north  at  XS  8468%.  /.t  1105H  tho  unit  bogrn  roeeivlng  8A  firo.  ;J1 
of  the  uidts  involved  pounded  tho  onony  idth  TAC  U.r  and  organic  voepons  until 
2000H  idion  the  eontaet  broke,  iho  action  rusultod  in  9  US  VMA  and  21  VC  body 
count.  Tho  final  disposition  of  tho  battalion  wnsi  HIC  at  XS  845884;  Co  A  at 
XS  834876)  Cb  B  at  XS  842882}  end  Co  C  at  XS  847872. 

The  4-39  Inf  eonduetod  aimebllo  and  roeon  in  feroo  opurations 
northeast  of  Nha  Bo.  The  operation  hod  negative  results  ond  tho  disposition 
of  ths  battalion  at  nightfall  vast  HH6,  Co's  B  and  8  at  Nha  Be  (XS  916622); 
and  Co  C  At  XS  886772. 

Tho  2-47  Inf  (N)  eonduoted  local  patrols  from  tho  vicinity  of  its 
night  looRtlons  with  negative  results.  Thu  (Usposition  of  units  at  nightfall 
wsst  HHC  at  XS  810072;  Co  B  at  XS  780841)  and  Co  C  et  XS  054887. 

Ihs  5*60  Inf  (M)  eonduetod  loeol  patrols  Arom  its  night  location 
south  of  Saigon  with  negntivo  results.  p)u  dlsoesltion  of  units  at  nightfall 
HHC  and  Co  4  ei  XS  615877;  MO  Co  B  at  XS  817872. 

Troop  B/7-1  Cnv  supported  tho  3-39  Inf  and  ^31  Inf  contacts 
killing  6  VC. 


Troop  D/3-5  Cov  also  supported  both  eentaets  with  negative  rosulta. 

g.  12  Hoy  1968<  The  6-31  Inf  eonduoted  <*lrmob'.lo  assaults  and  font- 
nebilo  reoon  in  force  opurat'ons  in  swthern  Binh  Chonh  Distriot  with  negative 
results.  The  diaposltlon  of  units  at  nightfall  most  WC*  Co's  4  oM  . 

FS/Pd  teks  (XS  789769);  Co  B  at  X3  847876)  Co  C(-)  at  XS  845785;  1F«  VW  "f 
at  18  804775. 


Ths  3*39  Inf  and  rttoshad  units  had  sporadic  sontaot  in  the  area 
of  ths  It  Nay  eontaet  ;dth  group*  of  VC  varying  in  sise  from  a  firo  tonm  to  r. 
platoon.  The  gro^>s  were  spread  and  nppsersd  to  bs  tho  remnants  of  tho  units 
engagsd  11  May.  The  battalion  field  CP  reoaived  a  total  of  23  rounds  of  75am 
reeallleM  rifle  lire  Area  an  unknown  else  VC  foroo.  There  were  no  casualties 
and  ths  eonnter^aortar  firs  predueod  unknown  results.  *A  0830K  vie  XS  SiSSffk, 

Co  4  found  20  VC  KZ.**  20  B-40  rounds*  1  8P0-7  launcher*  8  AX-47' s*  2  iJC-50's* 
and  eoM  web  gear.  .1  1050H  vie  XS  642882,  Oo  B  began  roeolvlng  sniper  fire 
froa  e.  nAppapala  area.  The  oesvany  attael^  the  area,  engaging  and  killing  5  VC 
and  eaptvriiK  1  /iK-47.  The  eoapony  eantlnuod  to  eearoh  in  tho  area.  At  1630H 
Tie  XS  841861,  Co  B  engaged  a  VO  platoon  ldllii«  15  VC.  .'A  1440H  Co  B/2-47 
(OPCCH  to  >39  Inf)  ongogud  an  estiaoted  s^utd  killing  11  VC  and  eopturing  a 
mull  anonnt  of  aaoU  arm  mmo.  The  eonboot  ter  all  unite  wa  eporadie  all 
day.  The  totals  for  the  days  action  werei  89  VC  XZA,  8  AX-47's,  2  4IU50'e, 

1  »0-7  lanneher,  300  rde  of  4K-47  aano,  150  US  1150.000  asps  of  Saigon,  20 
>4(0  ^s,  and  5  tPO-7  rde.  The  diopesitien  of  tho  battalion  wast  WO,  Ren/ 
>39  Xaf  and  Inf  at  XS  845884)  Co  4  at  XS  841876  to  XS  891879)  Co  9 

at  XS  S46S78)  and  Co  C  at  ZS  843873. 
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4 conducted  .'drmobilw  n8S.’‘.ult8  and  footoobilv  rucon  in 
Co  8  B  and  C  In  wesiorn  Nhn  Bo  Qlstriot  US  B57SA9).  id. 
I300H  ®57a50,  Co  B  dtceovorod  3  VC  ktllwd  by  "xty,  I  B>40  rd,  t5  iunl:cn 

Siu^anaf  2  AlU^y's  luid  n  cBall  beg  of  nK  anno.  Tho  r«8t  of  tho  onurntion  h.id 
MgaUvu  rwottltt.  Thu  ^apositlon  of  the  battnllon  at  idghtfeai  wnoj  HHC, 

Co'8  C  and  B  nt  Nha  Bo  (XS  9t6tt2)t  Co  B  at  XS  069777, 

V®  conducted  oochanitod  roeon  in  fbrcc  opuratlonc  vie 

*3  857W6  with  nogaUvo  rucultc.  Thu  dlcpoaltlon  of  thu  b.-ittallon  .-A  nightfall 
wa:  Hie  at  XS  87M96j  Co  B  .it  XS  8438'T3j  Co  C  at  X3  0560871  awl  Ren  Pit  at 
00973. 


Tin  5-60  Inf  (M)  conduetod  leoal  patrola  vdth  nogatlvo  roaulta. 
dlapoaltlon  of  thu  battalion  at  nightfall  was:  HHC  and  Co  C  at  XS  077872; 
Co  B  at  «S  815876  arid  XS  896864. 


D/3-5  Cav  and  Troop  D/7-1  Cav  oigiportod  3-39  cont.-cta  with 
D/3-5  Cav  kLUli«  1  VC, 

h,  13  Kajr  1968i  Tho  6-31  Inf  conduetod  eirnobilu  aaanults  and  foot- 
Mtdla  rceon  in  fbrou  operations  with  Co'8  A.  C,  and  D  in  aouthom  Blnh  Chanh 
Oiatriet.  ,Jt.  163011  vio  XS  799838,  Co  D  found  1  VC  IJA  and  two  hand  grenade 
booby  traps.  Tho  oos^my  dostroybd  13  bunkors  in  tho  area,  iA  l660H  the  con- 
pany  had  I  US  MKA  fron  a  booby  trap.  The  battalion  S»3>  airboms  over 
XS  814774*  spottud  3  7C  XlA  floating  in  the  ilvor.  411  other  operatiais  had 
iMgativs  rusults.  The  dioposiUen  of  tho  battiOion  at  nightfall  was:  HHC,  Co's 
C,  and  S  at  rS/lPB  aaOko  (XS  789769)|  Co  B  OPCOM  to  3-39  Inf;  Co  D  at 
XS  790835* 


Thu  3-39  Inf  eonduetod  oop-19  operations  south  of  Saigon  vdth 
Co's  A  (vlo  XS  845875)*  C  (vie  IS  846876)*  B/6>31  (vie  XS  847878)*  B/3-39  and 
1/^47  (vie  XS  84X800  rnd  west)*  jJLl  body  counts  .‘nd  oqiuipoent  oiotui'od  vwre 
a  result  of  previous  aetions  ogceept  for  1  VC  KIA  by  B/6-31  Inf  vie  XS  849877 
at  1345H,  rnd  t  POW  oepturud  by  0/2-47  vie  XS  844882  at  1000H.  Thu  totals 
for  thv'  day  weret  Co  V>39  -  16  VC  K7A*  Co  B/3-39  -  14  VB  RZ*.,  B/b-31  -  15 
VC  KIA,  Rei^3-39  -  t  VC  KIA*  B/2-47  •  1  r(M  eapturod.  louipaent  eitpturod  fbr 
the  d^  wasi  13  «l-47'a*  2  414.90 's*  27  B-40  roolcots*  3750  7*62  rds*  1  Cal  38 
pistol*  t  Cal  45  pistol*  7  ehlaoB  grannies*  1  VC  flag*  1  VC  nap  vdth  orrkLngs. 
Co  4  «as  oowd  iron  south  of  Sidgon  to  Sash  Kiun  in  tho  aftomoon.  Iho  dis- 

SalUcn  of  wits  at  idghtfAll  irni  WC*  B/3-39*  B/6-3t  ani  ilBn^-39  vie 
845882* 


The  4r>39  Inf  oonduotod  ^iraobils  assaults  and  rsecn  in  force 
operetions  northvwst  of  Hha  8u  vdth  nugatlva  results.  Two  oun  from  Co  B  wore 
wounded  by  a  grsnalo  booby  trap.  The  diaposiUon  of  the  battalion  at  nightfrjl 
wait  HK,  Co's  B*  a,  and  C/3-39  at  Hha  Bs  (XS  916622);  Co  C/4>39  at  XS  847786. 

Tha  2-47  Inf  (K)  eonduetod  local  aeourity  patrols  from  tho  vie  of 
their  night  leeatlona*  lha  digpoaition  of  unlta  at  i^htfall  vaist  WC  nnd 
Sea  PU  at  XS  884893;  Co  B  at  XS  799803;  ond  Co  C  at  XS  846885* 

Tha  9-60  Inf  (lO  oenduDtod  aa*ehaniBcd  raoen  in  forea  operntiona  vie 
XS  7578  vdth  Co'a  B  and  C.  /A  1330H  vlo  XS  750780*  Co  B  estaUiahod  eonbaet 
vdth  an  astimatod  VC  platoon  in  a  haavily  bunlnrod  araa*  Iboop  0/3-5  Cav*  T;jC 
idr*  arty  and  organie  weapona  auppoitad  tho  eentaet*  At  160OH  Co  B  was  Joined 
fbOB  tha  wait  bar  Co  C/9-6O  Inf.  Tha  eontaet  eontlnusd  until  20XH  and  raaultod 
in6U8XHA*8U8illAanl30VC  KlA*  Ti  op  1^9  Cav  alao  killad  15  VC  vidla 
■opporting  tha  9-60  Inf.  Tha  diipet<tic..  of  tho  unit  at  nightfall  wnst  HHC 
and  Co  e  St  XS  710796;  and  Co  B  at  XS  744773. 

Tboop  0/3-5  Cor  terauned  tho  Bdo  AO  aouth  of  Saigon  and  aupportod 
the  5-60  Xnf  oontaot* 
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12,  Hosultsi 

n«  Prlonlljr  lottoa  during  th«<  opoF.^tion  wurai 
(1)  U3  KtUt  43 
(3)  US  WUi  253 


b.  liinoay  loaaua  duilng  tho  op«;rr.tlon  wcrut 


Porsonncli 

(a)  VC  Klut  876 

(b)  POWt  9 

Bquipmont  C^pturodt 

BdpU  iVrms 

88 

Cro»>Sorvud  Wuapons 

24 

Kik  ionno 

185  rds 

P.1C.25  (tadio 

1 

Shall  «n9s  <oBno 

5300  rds 

tdsb  Goar 

SO  lbs  (approx) 

Clothos 

25  lbs  (apprex) 

Doeuaonts 

12  lbs  (appitac) 

eSquipnont  Dwstrogrudt 

Snnpana 

U 

Bunkora 

426 

Orannlus 

23 

l22RRi  itookot  Lnunohors 

2 

Stnieturss 

295 

0.  Taetienl  Hr  Supporti  Ourinc  tho  oporntlon  tho  7th  USAP  sup¬ 
ported  tho  3d  Bdo  "Go  Obvlls^  otth  37  proplnnnod  and  52  IraedlKtu  alrstrikss. 
l^ragdJKttfly  90S{  of  tho  airatrikus  wxm  folloood  bgr  swbopt  of  tho  twgot 
nr«ia  bgr  gretavt  troops* 

13.  hdadnlatrittlvu  Mottorat 

I 

I  a*  Ho  ilgnlfLoont  problcas  ooro  uioounturod  in  providing  logistioal 

I  support  to  Bdo  units  duxlng  tho  opomtion.  Tha  4-39  Inf  ond  ^31  Inf  wc  ro- 

auppllod  bgr  air  and  vohiel»  tern  thoir  PS^'s  at  Nha  Bu  and  FS/PB  Baoko  res- 
I  poetirwlgr*  Tho  3-39  Inf«  2-47  Inf  (N)*  and  5-60  Inf  (K)  ooru  rosuppliid  bgr  air 

ind  fbon  battalion  fbnord  trains  looabions  in  SaigoVIong  Binh  bgr  votdsles. 

b*  CoanniaatloM  throughout  tho  operation  unrs  provided  bgr  FM  and 
4R*  Both  KIT  and  UHF  uoro  providod  bgr  tho  sooBninioations  platoon,  MIC,  3d  Bdo 
and  tho  9th  SIgial  Bn*  Tho  M  Bdo  Forward  Trttioal  Oporobions  Cantor  mm  pro- 
vidod  idth  "hot"  linos  to  tho  9th  Slviaion  at  Bonroet,  RFN  and  OMD  in  Seigon. 

e*  Nidisal  si^pport  mm  providud  bp  Co  0,  9th  Kadieal  Bn  loeatsd  at 
Can  Dot  Airstrip,  Tan  An,  RFV.  Uo  prebUn  eroas  dovolopad  during  tho  oporatiens 
and  dust  offs  Msru  oondoetod  in  a  highly  offioient  and  profosdenal  nannor, 
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d,  Thw  cv>ntlnuvid  eonl'wt  civitud  soou  tdnor  I'roblijns  In  Uiti  arliv* 
of  wquipnontf  but  conumd  cefihrtyin  on  Uio  porfnriBrrtro  of  pruvcntlvu 
nnlnUavicu  nt  ovcpy  nv*ilnbl«  aoawnt  rvocdiud  thu  oitii''.tlon. 

Tho  problua  of  rul\isuo9  w*#  hnndlod  primarily  by  roA>cv«  contora 
vst.nbltahwd  in  Snlgon  by  ChD  pursonnol.  .Ul  rofugous  oolleotud  woru  nffordul 
trNiaportntion  by  thw  Bd«  to  thvsu  vuntora. 

Mf  Spvoiol  <^uipBh.nt  ond  Tuchniqueai 

.!•  •.  tvohniquu  uacd  nt  nl^'jht  wna  thu  uau  of  n  U)I>0  holicoptur  •'M/or 

0-1  Birddog-typv  .\lror''Jt  with  obaorvcra  >tbonrd  with  Ugl.w  intcnairio'.tion 
dvvicua  to  conduct  vlaunl  roconn.''iaa.''no«>  of  thu  mturntya  ruid  LOC'a  aouth  of 
Srlgon.  Thia  denied  the  onum.''  the  uao  of  thu  witertr.ya  na  LCC'a. 

b.  Finding  tliu  enemy  loor.tud  in  built«i^  or  ho'.vily-fortifiod  orona 
iwcuaaitnted  thu  fyoquent  uau  of  tnotioal  nir  aupport,  .utillury  nnd  hulicoptor 
gunahipa.  In  addition  to  killing  the  onuny,  thin  allowed  time  for  rcorgonica- 
tion  of  unita  in  contact  to  tb.u  moat  favorable  attack  poaition  and  pinnud  the 
unvnydow  long  unough  for  rulnforcuauiAa  to  arrive, 

c.  Ihe  techniquu  of  hou30«to>houeo  fighting^  first  soon  in  the 
Offunaivu,  once  ogrdn  had  to  bo  uaod  to  rout  tho  enemy  from  positions  in  built- 
up  areas. 


d.  Tho  Uoaton  .^nlur  boats  attoehod  to  tho  4-39  Inf  wore  uaod  on 
two  occasions  to  rulnlbreo  unite  in  contact.  After  baaching  troops>  the  boats 
tfciv  used  to  scroon  watonev's, 

15.  Coa.tandor'a  Muilysis! 

*  ^ing  the  olght-doy  period,  tho  3d  JUo  was  heavily  engaged  with 
tho  oquivolunt  cf  six  VC  battalions  attoqptlng  to  inflltratu  Saigon  from  the 
south.  To  ''ounter  tho  throat,  highly  mobile  defunsivo  positions  eoeposed  of 
fiwi  ($)  battaUona  wuru  positionod  across  thu  southern  sidu  of  thu  city.  From 
etapany  to  battallon-slso  bas«  area  olcsusits  of  tho  Bdo  conduetod  roeon  in  force 
opurations  to  the  south  neutralising  many  VC/NV.,  Ibroes  boforo  they  could  roach 
tho  defensive  positions  south  of  Stdgon.  Opurations  of  this  typu  wuru  mode 
posslblo  through  uxtonoivo  uso  of  /tssnult  Holisoptur  Ccopanics  (.JiC)  end  rivur- 
inu  operations.  The  battalions  wuru  odblo  to  rapidly  adopt  to  either  modo  of 
transportation,  and  quickly  suLtoh  from  ono  to  tho  othsr  without  loss  of 
moshintum  or  time,  Oporations  wuro  oomiueted  ovor  widuly  varying  terrain  r-ng- 
ing  from  rlou  pnddios  to  built-up  areas.  To  rodueo  the  high  casualty  rate 
normally  oi^oriuncud  ^dtwi  nsutrallsing  on  ontrunchud  enemy  in  house-to-hou£u 
fighting,  tofitieol  airstrikss  wore  used  uaetonsivuly.  The  offoetiveness  of 
the  49  idrstrikes  dcllvorod  in  svpport  of  Bdo  oporations  during  the  period  is 
releeted  in  thu  final  MMilty  ratio  20.3/^,  Buoause  of  the  heavy  vogetatlon 
along  thu  numerous  waterways  south  of  Beigon,  a  major  problem  fr.eing  friendly 
foreos  was  locating  the  enemy  both  during  HLs  nttompt  to  inflltratu  .and  oxfll- 
trate  the  city.  Two  of  thu  most  offoetivo  launns  of  locating  ensmy  troops  was 
through  the  use  of  air  oav  troops,  and  squabushos  (ambushes  along  waterwrys). 
Aquabushes  placed  along  thu  various  waterways  in  the  AD  provided  valuable  in- 
ftamatien  on  ensmy  withdrawal  routes  and  poeed  a  constant  throat  to  enemy 
movoaent  eendootod  primarily  during  hours  of  rodueod  visibility.  ;dr  cav 
troops  WOTS  most  offectivu  during  daylight  hours  when  they  conducted  aerial 
reeon  aid,  idion  tho  situation  worrnntod,  rooon  in  fereo  oporations  with  thuir 
OManle  eorb  scout  platoon.  Tho  .air  env  troops  rocon  largo  aroos  of  turroln 
Ilf  short  periods  of  ticu  wMoh  made  thsm  Idoel  fbr  our  operations.  Aotlcn 
eondaeted  during  this  period  clearly  deawnstratud  thu  offoetivoncss  of  a 
fluodble  defense  tnd  egrussivo  pursuit  of  onuny  foareos. 


16.  Becosiseniationei 

e.  Operations  in  Blnh  Chanh,  Mhs  Bo  and  Cspitel  Military  Distriets 
should  eentinue  until  th.*.t  area  is  eloored  of  all  VC  uaLts  that  partidpatod  in 
the  2d  Offenslvo  on  Seiran,  fbturo  operations  should  bo  eonoontratod  on  irfil- 
trstlon  routes  for  supplies  and  equlpaunt  into  the  Saigon  nrua  to  prewnt 
another  boildiqi  and  attack  on  the  city. 

ff 
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b*  .vMdlM  r!  grunt  danl  of  iiif>ort.‘incu  i.'MSi  bu  pincod  on  Ihu  Srigon 
.wa,  ^Mi^d'Sonlo  opornbiona  aust  be  oonduotud  noro  frvquuntly  in  lonR  ^>n  nnd 
eUiar^^^vlnoct,  During  tho  long  poriod  of  ilew  thnt  tho  bulk  of  the  brigndu's 
fereea  wore  in  thu  Aaigon  nroa  only  liadiud  opurntiene  nnd  loenl  aucurlty-type 
oporntions  could  bu  oonduotud  in  other  aruna*  Lnek  of  brignde  opurntiona  in 
Loi^  ;in  and  ulaoMhuru  pomittuU  tho  VC  to  eonatruot  now  bnao  nroaa  nnd  mevo 
additional  uluaonta  nnd  auppUoa  into  outlying  provineoa. 

c,  Incrunaud  iaportnneo  nuat  be  pincod  on  tho  aueurlty  of  bridges 
along  HtQT  4.  The  highwny  la  a  vital  link  botwoon  tho  eapitol  city  of  Saigon 
and  tho  doltn  region  an>l  ia  ttw  anin  nrtery  for  eoaneroinl  na  woll  na  military 
truffio  moving  in  xutd  out  of  thu  Ooltn.  It  wna  olonrlj*  domonstratod  during  tliu 
2d  Offonaivu  on  Saigan  that  thu  highway  nnd  bridgoa  muat  be  trnffioablo  nt  all 
tlaoa  in  ordur  for  foroea  in  long  <ui  nnd  other  provinoca  to  rrpidly  runet  to 
VC  notlvitiua  in  the  Saigon  nrwn* 

d.  Continued  oaphaaia  auat  be  plneud  on  RP/PF  outposta  in  tho  Siigon 
aiMA  and  upgridlng  tho  offootiv<moea  of  thoao  vital  inatnllationa,  US  nnd  RVN 
fbroea  nuat  continue  to  work  in  eloao  coordination  in  order  to  inauru  thnt 
HF/PP  outpoata  are  provided  with  all  nueoaaary  mntoriala  nnd  wunpona.  <>  aystun 
to  allow  quicker  roinforeanont  of  HF/PP  outpoata  by  US  and  RVN  foreoa  must  be 
duvelopud  in  order  to  protect  thcau  poaltiona  from  numorically  superior  rcrcua. 
<.t  proaunt  this  is  diffloult  to  aoeoa|>llsh  due  to  romoto  locations  of  outposta, 
eoaiainieatlona  and  transportation  problems* 

0.  Continued  oaphr^s  must  bo  placed  on  tho  m'Jor  VC  infiltration 
end  supply  routes  that  loed  through  tho  Plain  of  Roods  intx>  Lon::  Provinco 

and  aubscquontly  into  Saigon.  Night  VR  niaaions  r.s  well  as  SLAB  and 
RSO  H  olsalons  in  the  Plain  of  Roods  nuat  be  ooutlnuod  in  conjunction  with 
daylight  adsaions, 

f,  lioplaoing  of  ebsolate  equipment  eurrontlv  being  used  by  RVN 
fereus  aust  eont];>.'<o  at  as  ri^ld  a  rato  a**  possihlo.  In  this  regard,  the 
istrao  of  H>16  rifi.'-s  to  u/N  urote  haa  not  only  incronsvd  tho  firo  power  and 
aff;ctlvgn«ss  of  thu  jRVi:  sold  lore,  but  has  given  ineronsod  oonfldoneo  to 
tholr  ovor-growlnj  aggrooalve  attitude. 

g.  Civic  notions  programs  should  bu  given  nddod  «i|>hn8ls  and 
enpanlod.  Projeeta  should  bo  oonduotod  undo.?  thu  control  of  OVN  nnd  givon 

all  posslblo  support  by  tS.  It  auat  booomu  moro  of  a  program  of  the  Vlotnnmaao 
for  tho  Viotnaasao. 
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